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Happy Holidays from Outlaw Country!  
 
We have a lot to be thankful for this year. We are blessed to have such wonderful students, supportive 
parents, and talented faculty and staff here at Elder Grove. It is my pleasure to be working with all of you. 
Family very important at this time of year, as are traditions. Don’t forget to take time with you family for 
those special annual activities.  
 
Gratitude is an important concept to teach and essential for our happiness. However, it’s easily overlooked in 
the hustle and bustle of our everyday lives. With the Holiday Season fast approaching, it is a great opportunity 
to do an activity with your kids to help reinforce the concept of gratitude.  
 

• Thankfulness Tablecloth – purchase an inexpensive plain tablecloth (a muslin painter’s drop 
cloth is an inexpensive option). Ask family members to write what they are thankful for with a 
permanent marker onto the tablecloth. You can assign each family member a different color, or 
use a different color each year. If your children are not reading age, ask them to draw a picture of 
what they are thankful for. Add to the tablecloth each year. 

 
• What Would It Feel Like Without Game - Ask each member of the family to think of something 

they are thankful for and then ask them to describe what it would feel like if they didn’t have 
what they are thankful for. For example, I am thankful for a car that works and it would be hard 
to take my kids to school, basketball practice, and meetings if I didn’t have a car that runs. 

 
• Gratitude Time Capsule - Ask each member of the family to write or draw something they are 

grateful for. Have them date and sign the slip of paper, then place the slips of paper in a mason 
jar. Have the kids help dig a hole in the yard to bury the jar. Do this each year and then dig up the 
previous year’s jar to see what has changed. 

 
Gratitude leads to Generosity, which is one of the Essential Elements youth need in order to grow up to be 
confident, capable citizens. 
 
Inclement Weather: With the holiday season comes snow and bad weather. Please send your child dressed 
appropriately for the cold weather. The students will be outside unless temperature drops below zero with 
the wind chill. If your child is not dress appropriately it can be a miserable time outside. 
 
Tardy: When your child misses a day, or is tardy he/she loses valuable instructional time. Even when a child 
does all the "make up” work, it does not replace the instruction and discussion of the new concepts, ideas, 
materials, etc. We realize that illnesses do not follow a schedule and that each child is different. At the same 

 



time, children who are ill a great deal may have a serious problem that should be checked by a physician.  
Regular attendance is essential to a child’s success and your support is the “key”. Therefore, we are interested 
in working with you to prevent excessive absences. Please let us know what we can do to help. 
 
Boys Basketball: The 7th and 8th grade, 2016-2017 Elder Grove Boys Basketball team is large in numbers 
with 48 boys participating. Coach Cochran describes his team as, “energetic, exciting, and enthusiastic”. Please 
come support Outlaw Basketball as they make a run for back to back Yellowstone County Championships.  
 
Go Outlaws! 
 
Mr. Dominick Vergara 
Assistant Principal/Activities Director/Health Enhancement Teacher 


